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NATO… 
A POLITICAL AND MILITARY ALLIANCE

❖ NATO promotes democratic values and enables members to consult and cooperate on defense 
and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict.

❖ NATO also promotes economic collaboration among its members. 
❖ NATO is committed to the principle that an attack against one or several of its members is 

considered as an attack against all (the principle of collective defense)

❖ Vilnius Summit Communiqué: 
30. To have the necessary capabilities, the Alliance requires a strong and capable defence
industry, with resilient supply chains.  A strong defence industry across the Alliance, including a 
stronger defence industry in Europe and greater defence industrial cooperation within Europe and 
across the Atlantic, remains essential for delivering the required capabilities.  Furthermore, 
consistent with our commitments, obligations and processes, we will reduce and eliminate, as 
appropriate, obstacles to defence trade and investment among Allies.

❑ Article 2: 
The Parties will contribute toward the further development of peaceful and friendly international relations by strengthening 
their free institutions, by bringing about a better understanding of the principles upon which these institutions are founded, 
and by promoting conditions of stability and well-being. They will seek to eliminate conflict in their international economic 
policies and will encourage economic collaboration between any or all of them.

❑ Article 3: 
In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and jointly, by means of continuous 
and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and develop their individual and collective capacity to resist armed 
attack.



❑ Consortium Programs of Allies: Turkey's attempt to join the OCCAR’s Wide Wet Gap 
Crossing (WWGC) Program was declined. 

▪ The WWGC Program Management Office (NATO members) opted for exclusive 
sourcing, disregarding potential cost savings and the benefits to the schedule for 
upcoming members- even when collaboration was a possibility. 

▪ Could politics be the driving force behind this aversion to collaborative efforts? 
Or what?

▪ Note: OCCAR- A400M Program was inclusive and successful…

COOPERATIVE PROCUREMENT PROGRAMS



SUSPENDED EXPORT LICENSE APPROVALS

❑ Here are some examples of export license restrictions imposed by NATO Allies within the last 
5 years:
▪ Engines and transmissions 
▪ Track components 
▪ Turret servo control units 
▪ 25mm gun and ammunition 
▪ Cameras with laser designator 
▪ NBC equipment
▪ …

❑ In most cases export license are not rejected but, approvals are pending for months/years 
without any official explanation/reasoning…



Looking at the perspective of the Turkish defense industry:

❑ The presence of explicit and implicit restrictions, sanctions, and denials of export licenses from 
NATO allies are a persistent aspect of our professional environment.

❑ The consequences:

– So far, there have been no terminations of projects.

– In fact, a majority of the components (rejected/pending export licenses) have been 
substituted via localization projects or with alternative international options.

– Reduced levels of trade and weakened supply chain connections with the countries 
enforcing such restrictions

❑ Thus, it typically leads to time losses and trust issues between Allies, and the supply channel 
changes.

❑ Points to consider:

– Does the outcome of these restrictions truly align with the intentions of the policymakers 
who impose them?

– Are these restrictive actions in line with the goals and mission of the Alliance?

– What would be the potential long-term negative consequences/collective defense risks that 
might stem from these restrictive measures among NATO members?

FOOD FOR THOUGHT…



TEŞEKKÜRLER

THANK YOU… 

for the opportunity to address and consult 
with the Allies


